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TH 5322: Introduction to Apologetics Test (Dr. Dennis W. Jowers) 

 

 

1. A person who believes a proposition with divine and infallible faith believes it, 

because: (pages 82-84 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) he considers it intrinsically plausible 

(b) the proposition has been revealed by God 

(c) other people believe the proposition 

(d) significant historical evidence testifies to the proposition’s truthfulness 

 

2. One initially comes to believe that Scripture is the Word of God on the basis of:  

(pages 82-84 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) the motives of credibility 

(b) the motive of faith   

(c) a combinations of (a) and (b) 

(d) none of the above 

 

3. The motives of credibility alone suffice to motivate: 

(pages 82-84 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) human and fallible faith 

(b) divine and infallible faith   

(c) both 

(d) neither 

 

4. A fideist believes: 

(page 84 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) that offering reasons for faith is useless if not positively harmful 

(b) that, ideally, one should prove that God exists before proving that Jesus rose from the 

dead 

(c) that one’s faith can be rational only if he honestly faces objections to it and finds them 

unpersuasive 

(d) none of the above 

 

5. The Great Pumpkin objection is an objection to: 

(page 86 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) crude rationalism 

(b) rational evidentialism 

(c) fideism 

(d) Reformed epistemology 
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6. Which of the following persons teaches that one cannot rationally believe testimony to 

events that are not analogous to events one has experienced oneself?  

(page 88 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) Alvin Plantinga 

(b) Ernst Troeltsch 

(c) John Tillotson 

(d) F. H. Bradley 

 

7. Which of the following is a concern of natural theology? 

(page 90 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) whether the world contains evidence that a God or gods created it 

(b) why God chose Jacob over Esau 

(c) whether Christ actually rose from the dead 

(d) whether Adam had a navel 

 

8. Multiple perfect beings cannot exist, according to Gregory of Nyssa, because: 

(page 97 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) nothing would distinguish them from each other; 

(b) God has decreed otherwise 

(c) human beings cannot bring themselves to believe such a thing 

(d) only evil people believe otherwise 

 

9. God cannot change, according to Plato, because: 

(page 92 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) any change would make him worse and therefore imperfect 

(b) some other reason 

(c) actually, Plato holds that God can change 

(d) none of the above 

 

10. The verifiability criterion of meaning, in its strictest form: 

(pages 116-117 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) implies that universal statements are meaningless 

(b) states that propositions can be meaningful if they can be confirmed 

(c) states that propositions can be meaningful if they can be falsified 

(d) none of the above 
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11. To demonstrate that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah, early Christian apologists appeal to: 

(“ B. Jesus as the Old Testament Messiah” on page 152 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) Psalm 22 

(b) Isaiah 7 

(c) Daniel 9 

(d) all of the above 

 

12. If Jesus and the apostles distorted their public teaching to appease the masses and 

handed down a secret tradition that contradicted this teaching, Irenaeus argued (pp. 155–

156 of Reasons for Our Hope): 

 

(a) the secret tradition would be no more credible than the public teaching 

(b) Jesus and the apostles would not have been killed because of their teaching 

(c) both of the above 

(d) neither of the above 

 

13. One can assert both that Jesus is equal to the Father and that he is subordinate to the 

Father without contradicting oneself if one (p. 158 of Reasons for Our Hope): 

 

(a) distinguishes between his divine nature and his human nature; 

(b) says he is equal to the Father only in his divine nature 

(c) says he is subordinate to the Father only in his human nature 

(d) all of the above 

 

14. Which of the following is not a belief of Luther and/or Calvin? 

 

(a) concupiscence constitutes mortal sin 

(b) in Scripture, the offices of presbyter and bishop are the same 

(c) justification consists in an infusion of righteousness into a human being 

(d) the Fathers and church councils contradict each other on a massive scale 

 

15. If the God who made this world also revealed Christianity, one should expect: (see 

pp. 181–185 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) access to knowledge about Christianity to be unevenly distributed 

(b) the evidence for Christianity’s truthfulness to be more obscure than one might wish 

(c) both of the above 

(d) neither of the above 

 

16. The improbability of an entity’s being constructed as it is suffices, without any other 

evidence, to prove that the entity is a product of intelligent design. (search inside for 

“improbable;” read the information on page 188 and page 365 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 
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17. Pascal eschewed traditional Christian apologetics entirely. 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 

 

18. One who claims that partial evidence can warrant only partial assent, according to 

John Henry Newman: (page 193 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) fails properly to distinguish assent from inference 

(b) erroneously supposes that assent admits of degrees 

(c) both of the above 

(d) neither of the above 

 

19. Explaining how Christianity might have come into existence even if there were no 

God does not suffice to prove Christianity explanatorily idle, because Christianity’s 

existence is not the only evidence that Christianity is true.  

 

(a) true 

(b) false 

 

20. C. S. Lewis argues: (“III. Moral Arguments” on pages 264-265 of Reasons for Our 

Hope) 

 

(a) that everyone’s awareness of the same moral law constitutes evidence for the 

existence of a God who cares about the moral law 

(b) that there cannot be a moral law without a moral lawgiver 

(c) both of the above 

(d) neither of the above 

 

21. Which of the following statements is true? (see pp. 213-214 of Reasons for Our 

Hope) 

 

(a) explaining the parts suffices to explain the whole 

(b) it is unreasonable to speculate about the origins of something unique 

(c) ten arguments, none of which suffices to prove a thesis on its own, can suffice to 

prove the thesis when considered together 

(d) none of the above 

 

22. When faced with multiple theories of equal explanatory power, one ought to choose 

the simplest. 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 
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23. Extreme realists believe that essences like treeness exist, but that they do so only in 

particular trees (see p. 225 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 

 

 

24. Continental philosophers hold formal logic in higher esteem than analytic 

philosophers do. 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 

 

25. Which of the following constitutes evidence that there is only one God? 

 

(a) The same set of natural laws governs the entire universe. 

(b) Everything is unique under some description. 

(c) The Stoics inculcated indifference to everything but virtue 

(d) none of the above 

 

26. Which of the following statements is true? (see p. 212 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) Advocates of phenomenalistic skepticism hold that human beings are incapable of 

knowing any truth. 

(b) Troeltsch’s principle of analogy bolsters the credibility of the Christian faith. 

(c) The natural sciences themselves have shown that one can account for reality only if 

one postulates the existence of things one cannot observe. 

(d) none of the above 

 

27. Which of the following statements is true? 

 

(a) Postmodernism is itself a metanarrative. 

(b) No one denied that unified human subjects exist before 1950. 

(c) Postmodernists typically accept that human beings can distinguish between the 

imaginary and the real. 

(d) Postmodernists believe that one can accurately represent reality in a few instances. 

 

28. Everything whatsoever requires a cause (see p. 255 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 
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29. Every composite being is a dependent being. 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 

 

30. Which of the following arguments falls afoul of the Euthyphro dilemma? 

 

(a) One can fully account for the existence of contingent beings only if one postulates the 

existence of at least one necessary being. 

(b) Since I can conceive of a perfect God, and existence is more perfect than non-

existence, this perfect God must exist. 

(c) If there is a moral law, there must be a moral lawgiver. 

(d) Since the universe shows clear marks of design, it must be the product of a purposeful 

Creator.  

 

31. Molinists hold: (page 271-272 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

(a) that God knows everything that occurs, because he causes it thus to occur 

(b) that human beings possess libertarian free will 

(c) both of the above 

(d) neither of the above 

 

32. It is conceivable that human beings might do what they want even if they cannot do 

otherwise than they actually do. 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 

 

33. God could create the best possible universe if he wished to do this. (Please read the 

section “V. The Inevitable Imperfection of Created Universes” on pages 279 - 280 of 

Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

 (a) true 

(b) false 

 

34. Christian belief in miracles presupposes that nature operates at almost all times in 

accordance with regular, knowable laws. 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 
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35. One can verify the truthfulness of testimony without presupposing the truthfulness of 

other testimony that one has not verified by personally inspecting the reality that the 

testimony concerns. (pp. 287-288 of Reasons for Our Hope) 

 

 (a) true 

(b) false 

 

 

36. According to the Enuma Elish, the gods created human beings in order to decrease 

the amount of work the gods needed to perform. 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 

 

37. Which of the following is ongoing right now (pp. 311-313, 317, and 325 of Reasons 

for Our Hope)? 

 

(a) the First Quest for the Historical Jesus 

(b) the Second Quest for the Historical Jesus 

(c) the Third Quest for the Historical Jesus 

(d) none of the above 

 

38. Islam teaches that Jesus did not die on the cross. 

 

(a) true 

(b) false 

 

39. The Copenhagen interpretation of quantum mechanics is dangerous inasmuch as it is 

incompatible with: 

 

(a) the principle of contradiction 

(b) realism 

(c) the principle of causality 

(d) all of the above 

 

40. The Miller-Urey experiment does not suffice to prove that amino acids could have 

synthesized spontaneously in the early earth, because, among other reasons: 

 

(a) Miller’s apparatus lacked oxygen with which the early earth abounded; 

(b) Miller failed accurately to measure his experiment’s results; 

(c) both of the above 

(d) neither of the above  
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