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Concept 1
Clergy can Sin Terribly

Own life and personal ministry

When I read the section in the book that the deacon sexually abused the daughter, and
when one of the clergy was drinking way too much alcohol, I was appalled. To be honest, I don’t
think I can resolve the conflict between a person who is supposed to be my Christian leaders and
find their terrible sin. But when I look at myself and the world, I understand that this is how it is.
I’ve always placed high confidence in my clergy, but it is Jesus Christ I must follow.

In my life, I see that I too sin in an evil way, but to be honest, I think I sin less than
others. I’ve been purified, and I’ve put off a lot of sin. I’ve come a long way. But now that I'm a
minister and I’m good, it’s time to focus on others, and to help others. Other people may not be
as sanctified and may be sinful. I need to love them - I need to love everyone.

Why this is key concept in Christian Ethics and Ministry

Christian Ethics’ first statement should probably be: we all fall short of the glory of God -
we are all sinners! This is the beginning of the study of Ethics and Christian Ethics.

I believe that Ethics’ purpose is to uproot sin and promote righteousness. I think it’s very
important to say that, because sin is the real problem, and when we use the term “sin” we have
an entire backstory as to what is wrong with the world and why.

But theory should never be the focus of Ethics, and surely ministry is a practical business.
Ethics should be used in ministry so that we can fully comprehend the situation, and understand
that people can be very evil. When the deacon commits sexual abuse, we have to understand that

all are sinners, and that we have to punish and stamp out sin so that we can kill it.



Truly, our lives and our spiritual lives are about promoting the good and working hard to
do good, and killing the bad, and casting out the foreign bacteria or virus or “sin.” This is the
tension and trouble that we face daily, and the more good we store up, the better; and the more

sin we destroy and stamp out, the better.
Concept 2

Pastors and clergy are viewed as moral by the people

Own life and personal ministry

In the beginning of the text (Milco), we see that studies show that people view clergy as
moral and good. This is such an important thing for me to know because it shows that clergy
have a place in society - they have an important role. The reason it’s important to me is because
for the past several years, I’ve always thought that no one cares about ministers and no one
would want to come to church. But these days I find that the church and clergy have a role in
providing the spiritual riches to the people - and spiritual riches are truly valuable to society - it’s
what is at the core of everything and everyone. But who cares about the truth? According to this
study, many people care about the truth, and thus, I’'m encouraged to seek to be a minister and
have a purpose in society.
Why this is key concept in Christian Ethics and Ministry

Christian Ethics is Christian because Christians have the right perspective and the truth.
Thus Christian Ethics, if God is better than all, be better than philosophical or atheistic ethics.
We see that we seek Christian Ethics, not any Ethics, and so we show that the Bible has a role in

real scholarship, and has rule power to make people good, and to stamp out the bad.



When we see the statistics that people still honor clergy, we see that Christian Ethics has
a role in society, and that the Bible has power. This should encourage us in ministry that the
Bible is not isolated in a corner of the world or hidden in only personal faith, but impacts

societies, politics, and all creation.
Concept 3

There is conflict between clergy

Own life and personal ministry

When I read the text, there is conflict between clergy members. Specifically, there is an
alcoholic preacher who lies, and causes the other clergy member to hate this preacher.

As a minister myself, I have experienced conflict between other ministers on my team.
It’s a very tough thing because the great sin or evil that seems to be coming out of my senior
pastor seems to break my innocent world. But I realize that the friction between people on the
same team causes everyone to grow.
Why this is key concept in Christian Ethics and Ministry

Ethics should never be naive. As we do ministry, we see the world for what it is: sinful.
We cannot live in a fantasy world and accept only the good things - we must touch the evil and

experience it - that is when we can help the true problem with the world.



