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A Brief Overview

The section is about goals. In order to accomplish a successful outcome, we must set a

goal. Otherwise, we are shooting in the dark. There are examples of missionaries who set

goals and these goals are specific; thus, they are successful in their mission. We must not just

set goals, but clarify the goals. This allows us to create tasks and objectives that we can

accomplish daily or weekly. Vague goals leads to vague success, which means we don’t know if

we accomplished our goal or objectives.

The reason he introduced this section is to allow us to aim when we are doing our task.

Without aiming or setting goals, we may never accomplish anything.

The author is trying to convey that goals are important, and that without goals we cannot

systematically move towards a solution or outcome. Without goals, we are lost in the dark.

Key Points

1) One of the “ah ha” moments comes at the beginning of the section - when he makes an

analogy of walking in the dark forest. This imagery is so powerful and shows that

without goals and light, we are walking in the dark, and we don’t know which way to go.

2) The situation with the missionary who prayed a very specific prayer and then

accomplished his goal is an example of taking steps to accomplish the ultimate task. He

clearly stated his intention in his prayer, and he also decided the steps he would take to

solve it. I thought this is a very clear and real example.

Personal Application

I thought this was a good section and that in my life in general, whenever I have a task

at hand, I need to set goals. One question I have though is: is wandering without a goal

sometimes good? I wonder this because sometimes being bored or wandering can lead to

unique and creative solutions. I need to improve my communication skills by realizing what the

effect and message I want to convey before I speak, and I can do this by setting goals and

clearly stating my intention.


